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Juvenile 
A Study 


AUSTIN 


Ninety-eight per cent of the 
prisoners in the state’s juvenile 
detention homes are officially 
released as having made “‘sat- 
isfactory adjustment,” yet 34 
per cent of them are promptly 
returned to prison, most of 
them after new crimes of an 
extremely serious nature. 


Dr. James Turman, execu- 
tive director of the Texas Youth 
Council, told the Observer this 


week that no juvenile convict is 
paroled until his staff makes sure 
of a “good placement family.” 
But statistics released by his of- 
fice show that 81.7 per cent of the 
parolees return to the same fam- 
ilies with whom they lived before 
their previous brush with the 
law. 


@ Dr. Turman also gave as- 
surance this week that the only 
weak feature of the juvenile pa- 
role system is the almost com- 
plete lack of supervision, since 
the state hires no parole officers 
and the voluntary system of pa. 
role supervision doesn’t work at 
all. 


@ Yet Turman at the same 
time showed that his argument 
on this count is not statistically 
airtight because Wisconsin, which 
has a good system of parole su- 
pervision and which spends more 
than twice as much on maintain- 
ing and training each juvenile 
ward in its prisons, has nearly as 
many parole violators as does 
Texas—about 30 per cent for Wis- 
consin as compared to 34 per cent 
for Texas. 





Parole: 


in Chaos 


In short, the juvenile penal pic- 
ture in Texas is rampant with 
conflicts and confusion. Gov. Price 
Daniel and numerous iiberal- 
moderate legislators have tried 
to get money appropriated to set 
up a parole supervisory system, 
so far without coming even close 
to arousing the interest of a ma- 
jority of their colleagues in state 
government. 


As Weldon Brewer, Turman’s 
assistant, admitted, proof of the 
need for a parole supervisory 
system is hard to find in statis- 
tics. “When you come right down 
to it,” he said, “it’s a matter of 
inner conviction. We think we 
could save the state money. We 
know we could save a lot of lives, 
and that’s what counts, but it’s 
hard to prove with figures.” 


The proposed state-financed ju- 
venile parole system, which has 
been endorsed by Gov. Price Dan- 
jel, was almost completely gutted 
in the appropriations bill that 
emerged from the House-Senate 
conference committee to be passed 
by the Senate. 


Although admitting the diffi- 
culty of persuading with pure 
statistics, Turman refused to re- 
lease non-statistical information. 
The Observer, promising to pro- 
tect the names of the juveniles in- 
volved, asked for case-study in- 
formation on parole violations 
that might have been avoided had 
the proper parole’ supervision 
been provided by the state. 


Turman said he is prevented by 
law from giving out such infor- 
mation. Travis County Judge 
Charles O. Betts said this is not 
true, that the law only protects 
the identity of the juveniles, not 
the information about their cases. 

Thus the Observer was thrown 
into the position that a legislator 
would find himself if he were 
asked to vote for an increase in 
funds to support muddled statis- 
tics, but was refused information 

(Continued on Page 2) 
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aother One 
Joins Chorus 
Against Price 


AUSTIN 

Another state senator lam- 
basted Gov. Price Daniel’s 
stand against a general sales 
tax this week, calling him a 
“Rip Van Winkle” and a 
“dreamer” who believes in 
“robbing Peter to pay Paul.” 


Sen. Grady Hazlewood, veteran 
conservative from Amarillo, echo- 
ed Sens. George Parkhouse and 
Wardlow Lane’s testimony of the 
week before in an appearance be- 
fore the governor's “education 
and welfare” subcommittee. 

French Robertson of Abilene, 
chairman of the tax study sub- 
committee, said a report will be 
given the 19-member main panel 
when it convenes in Austin July 6. 


“It is time for Price Daniel to 
stop day dreaming,” Hazlewood 
said. “No robbing Peter to pay 
Paul is going to balance our budg- 
et now. You can’t find the gov- 
ernor’s proposed $250 million on 
an Easter Egg hunt. 


“There has been an 800 per cent 
increase in the cost of state gov- 
ernment since the governor took 
his stand as one of the ‘immortal 
56’ back in 1939,” Hazlewood said. 
“Figures show that Daniel has 
recommended more taxes since 
he has been in office than the 
legislature passed in the 54 years 
from 1903 to 1957. Yet we find the 
governor daydreaming about what 
he did back in 1939. 

“Is it not possible for our Rip 
Van Winkle to wake up and real- 
ize that a new day has dawned?” 
he asked. 


Rep. Charles Wilson of Trinity, 
who sponsored HB_ 727, _ the 
House-passed sales tax, came to 
Daniel's defense. “Anybody who 
says the people of Texas are 
ready to accept a sales tax per se,” 
he said, “I would like for him to 
come to Zavalla over in my dis- 
trict with me, because they ain't.” 

He added, however, that “lib- 
erals and conservatives are grad- 

(Continued on Page 2) 





Amarillo 


AMARILLO 

A state representative from 
Amarillo who has worked for 
16 years as a printer with the 
Amarillo Globe - Times - News 
says he has been fired by pub- 
lisher S. B. Whittenburg for 
voting against a general sales 
tax. 

Rep. Ted Springer, now 
third term in the Texas Houss 
said that when he returned hom: 
after the regular session Whitten 
burg summoned him to his office 
and gave him the choice of 
signing from the legistuture 
being fired. 


oJ]: ° 
Willie Morris 

Springer said he told the 
lisher that “his ultimatum 
amounted to intimidation” 
that “I would not resign from m) 
public trust while this sales tax 
battle was going on.” 

Contacted in Amarillo, Whit 
tenburg said he had established 
a new policy. last March disallow 
ing employees on his news media 
from seeking elective office At) 
that time an employee 
Amarillo television station 
wanted to run for the city 
mission. Whittenburg also denied 
that Springer’s stand on the 
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A Very Zealous Layman Fights Pornography 


AUSTIN 
In the ultra-right-wing en- 
campment of those who are 
fighting communism’ where 
they think they see it in Texas, 
none is doing his self-assigned 
duty with more militant en- 


Bob Sherrill 


thusiasm than’ Robert L. 
Knight, Austin garage owner 
and executive-secretary of 
United Society of Methodist 
Laymen, Inc. 

Knight’s specialty is pornog- 
raphy. More specifically, por- 
nography in the church. He 
believes he has found a lot of 
it “right there on the library 
shelves” in all major theologi- 
cal seminaries in Texas and in 
a number of the larger church 
bookstores. 

He advocates book-burnings, if 
it takes that to block the “porno- 
graphic influence of liberal the. 
ologists” who are “setting up an 
environment in which the com- 
munists can do their work with 











ease.” He loathes the National 
Council of Churches because he 
feels its liberalism aids the com- 
munist conspiracy. 


Knight has taken excerpts from 
a number of books and compiled 
them into what he labels “the 
filthiest, vilest, most treasonous 
story yet uncovered. We have this 
story fully documented. Every 
Christian American must know 
these truths NOW if total disas- 
ter is to be averted.” 


Knight is considered an unrea- 
sonable extremist by many 
churchmen. He has been de- 
nounced from the pulpit by a 
few. One Methodist lay leader in 
Austin told the Observer, “Knight 
has no official connection with 
the church and that is, I'm sure, 
the way the church will want to 
keep it.” After Knight spoke in 
Houston recently, Methodist Bish- 
op Paul E. Martin hurried to as- 
sure the press that Knight is not 
an official representative of the 
Methodist Church. 


But Knight has a strong fol- 


lowing too. The founding com- 
mittee of his United Society of 
Methodist Laymen is made up of 
what would properly be called 
“solid citizens.” The Minute Wom- 
in whose ranks upper-crust 
is well represented, have 
recruited Knight for 


en, 
society 
frequently 


speeches. Knight also claims that 
he is supported by the John Birch 
Society, which he defends. 

He has spoken repeatedly in 
Houston (“where I get my best 
support”), in Dallas, Fort Worth, 
Austin, Amarillo, and in three- 
fourths of the states. He plans a 
tour of the West Coast soon. 

Everywhere his message of 
warning is the same: American 





youth is being demoralized 
pornographic literature 
mended by our churches, 
helps the communists, whose fir 

aim is to weaken the moral fiber 
of youth and, as Knight 
“to make them think 
cially.” 
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superf 





| Knight explained his program 
|to the Observer this week. Al 
| though polite, he was leery of an 
| interview because, he said, 
papers just have a way of twist 
ing up his quotes. “When I spoke 
‘in Houston recently,” he = ex 
| plained, “there were 20 tape 
corders taking down what I said, 
but despite that, the Houston 
| Post managed to twist 
statement I made.” 
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Establishing the temper of his 
crusade, Knight said: “I 
| think a lower form of life exists 
than those who try to, let 
say glorify sex, especially in the 
name of Christian education 
| our children. Whether liberal th« 
ologians do this consciously in 
support of the communist 
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Charges Pressure 
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Sex Cult 


his investigation of 
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a piece of adult Sun- 
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PUBLISHER DENIES 


SPRINGER 


(Continued from Page 1) 
cold right there. 

“If he was going to establish 
this policy,” Springer said, “he 
should at least have told me be- 
fore I ran for re-election last 
year or have let me serve out my 
term.” 

Whittenburg told the Observer 
he had not informed Springer of 
thé new policy before he ran for 
re-election because that policy 
had not been set until March of 
this year. 

“We announced it then,” he 
sald. “We realized we needed this 
kind of policy for a long time.” 
When the employee at the tele- 
vision station had said he wanted 
te run for the city commission, 
Whittenburg said, “we told him 
we just couldn't do an objective 
job of reporting if our employees 
were in elective office.” 

Had he _ contacted Springer 
about the change in policy after 
it was established? “No, I didn’t 
feel like calling him in the mid- 
dle of the session,” Whittenburg 
said. Why did he wait? “I reckon 
I just hesitated to tell him right 
during the session.” 

Whittenburg said he _ told 
Springer “he could go ahead and 
work between sessions and that 
the policy would affect him after 
the legislature. But he said he'd 
rather have a clean break now.” 

He said his papers have not 
taken a stand on the sales tax. 
“Personally,” he added, “I believe 
the sales tax is the only solution.” 

Does he see any question of 
fairness involved in giving 
Springer such a choice in the mid- 
dle of a tax fight? “I don’t know 
if it breaks on clear lines,” he 
said. “A lot of times it gets into 
grey rather than black or white. 
It wasn’t an easy thing to do. 
I don't know about it being fair, 
but to be consistent in principle 
we had to apply the policy to all 
our employees.” 

“I didn’t think I was going to 
run for the House again,” Spring- 
er said, “but since this ultimatum 
I've decided I will. I told him I'd 
decided not to run, but now you've 
forced my hand and I'm going to. 


“They'd always encouraged their 
people to get into politics until 
they found they couldn't defeat 
me,” he said. “He's using this ex- 
cuse about a new policy to get rid 
of me.” 

What will he do now for em- 
ployment? “I don’t know,” Spring- 
er said. “I've been offered two 
or three outside printing. I'm 48 
years old. I've worked 16 years 
for that paper. It’s pretty hard to 
get another good job when you're 
48.” 

Springer said reaction in Ama- 
rillo “has been very favorable. 
The people I've talked to see 
what's behind it—it’s just a po- 
litical play.” 

The text of Springer’s state- 
ment issued in Austin: 

I have come to Austin so that I 


* * 


‘FLAGRANT 


AUSTIN 

Rep. Bob Eckhardt of Houston, 
who will seek legislation in the 
special session establishing a 
House committee on free speech, 
(Obs., June 17), issued a press 
Statement this week citing the 
Springer case as “another exam- 
ple of infringement of free 
speech.” 

“This is such a flagrant viola- 
tion of the whole concept of the 
independence and civic responsi- 
bility of an elected legislator,” 
the statement said, “such a hu- 
miliation to the whole concept 
of representative government, 
that House members on both 
sides of the tax issue should rally 








CHARGE 


could make a direct appeal to the 
members of the Capitol press in 
order that they, in turn, will let 
the people of Texas know what 
kind of pressure the sales taxers 
are using to get a general sales 
tax passed. 

I was fired from my job because 
of my vote against the sales tax. 
I have been employed by the 
Amarillo Globe-Times-News since 
1945 as a printer in the composing 
room. In 1956, I was elected State 
Representative of the 94th Flo- 
torial District. My employer has 
never supported my candidacy. 


In fact, it has editorially en- 
dorsed my opponents in every 
race. 


On June 6, 1961, upon returning 
from Austin I went to the Ama- 
rillo Globe-Times building to visit 
and to make arrangements for 
working some while waiting for 
the special session. This has been 
the usual procedure for the last 
five years. But on this date, Mr. 
S. B. Whittenburg called me into 
his office. He said that the com- 
pany has instituted a new policy 
whereby no employee of the news- 
paper or the TV or the radio sta- 
tion would be permitted to hold 
public office. He demanded that 
I resign as a State Representative. 
My alternative was to be fired. 

In our discussion at the time, 
Mr. Whittenburg said that he 
did not believe it was a good policy 
to allow employees of the news 
medias to serve in public office as 
these medias “could not report 
cbjectively.” I told Mr. Whitten- 
burg that I could understand him 
setting such a policy prior to my 
running for re-election last fall, 
or at the completion of my term, 
but that this ultimatum came in 
the middle of an important legis- 
lative battle when one or two 
votes make the difference. 


Of course, I told him I would 
not resign from my public trust 
while this sales tax batle was go- 
ing on. He then told me I could 
consider myself no longer em- 
ployed by his newspaper. I told 
him that his action was intimida- 
tion and undue pressure and that 
I felt his action stemmed from 
my votes on the tax issues. 

This newspaper has given no 
news of the termination of my 
employment. This corporation 
owns all newspapers in Amarillo, 
Lubbock, Borger, and owns an in- 
terest in the Plainview newspa- 
per. For this reason I have not 
been able to get my story to the 
public. 


I have been a good and faithful 
employee of this newspaper for 
16 years. I have tried to serve the 
interests of the people in my dis- 
trict for the last 5 years. Consid- 
ering these things, it is my belief 
that the people of Texas will re- 
sent such highhanded action. Tex- 
ans should know the extent to 
which the sales taxers are going 
in their drive to get a general 
sales tax bill passed. 


* * 


VIOLATION’ 


behind their fellow representa- 
tive as they did behind Rep. Tom- 
my Shannon of Fort Worth in an 
earlier violation of legislative free 
speech and action.” 


The Shannon case kicked up a 
Statewide furor and the entire 
House backed the Fort Worth rep- 
resentative after his membership 
was dropped in a Baptist church 
when he voted for the Carling’s 
brewery bill. 


Eckhardt said he has conferred 
with Speaker James Turman and 
was told that a simple House res- 
olution asking for such a com- 
mittee could be introduced in the 
special session. 


Gets Report 
Next Week 


(Continued from Page 1) 
ually realizing that a sales tax 
must be part of the solution.” He 
said he thought Texans would 
accept a saies tax “if they believe 
it is equitably applied.” He said 
he favored a corporate profits tax 
and some form of natural gas 
pipelines tax to accompany a sales 
tax. 


He charged that the Senate tax 
bill benefits the big lobbyists, 
the pipelines, and the big cor- 
porations. “There was no compro- 
mise in HB 334,” he said. “It was 
absurd, and I considered it an in- 
sult to myself as a member of the 
conference committee and to my 
people in East Texas. ” He pre- 
dicted the Senate would stand 
adamant on HB 334, however. 


Rep. Reed Quilliam of Lubbock 
advised, “Let's not pull the wool 
over the people’s eyes with mis- 
leading names and side issues. 
Let's clear away the smoke screen 
of talk about taxing Bibles and 
beer, about lobbyists, and about 
trips to Hawaii.” 


Defending HB 334, he said “for 
many staunch conservatives it 
was a compromise” and he de- 
fended the sales tax amendment 
as “highly equitable. He said it 
would raise the necessary amount 
of money—about $352 for the bi- 
ennium. , 

Rep. Maco Stewart of Galves- 
ton testified in favor of a com- 
bination sales tax-corporate_in- 
come tax package as “a compro- 
mise based over the long run so 
consumers and business will know 
how much they will have to car- 
ry.” His proposed corporate tax 
would raise $40 million a year, his 
sales tax $80 million. There would 
be exemptions on drugs, food, and 
children’s clothing. 


‘Corporate Greed’ 

An article on the tax battle by 
Daniel, who was expected to re- 
turn to Austin over the weekend, 
was sent out over the state wires 
this week by UPI. The governor 
let fire some of his familiar sal- 
voes. He said any new growth tax 
should be levied “in accordance 
with ability to pay and be broad 
enough to include gas pipeline 
companies, interstate corpora- 
tions, and alcoholic beverages. 

“Quite frankly,” he wrote, “it 
has become difficult for those of 
us against general sales taxes and 
state income taxes to obtain suf- 
ficient support for an alternative, 
because any alternative must in- 
elude taxes on gas pipeline com- 
panies, interstate corporations 
and other special interests, as well 
as a special excise or sales tax on 
non-essential items. 

If they (the lobbyists) have the 
pressure, publicity, and power to 
kill every other proposal and pass 
only their own,’ he continued, “of 
course it will be the temporary 


solution, because the governor 
cannot veto their bill indefi- 
nitely ... 


“However, a solution pressured 
through in this manner over the 
governor's protest and without his 
signature could be temporary in- 
deed ... After the people pay this 
tax a few months and realize that 
it was foisted upon them as a 
means of corporations escaping a 
fair share of the new burden, the 
reaction of resentment will set 
in, and at a special session or in 
the next elections the captains 
of corporate greed and their lieu- 
tenants will meet their Waterloo.” 

Elsewhere this week, Rep. Jack 
Woods, Waco conservative, pro- 
posed a radio-television discussion 
between Daniel and legislators 
who oppose his program. 
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| Committee INNO ROOMIN PRISON, 


NO HELP ON PAROLE 


(Continued from Page 1) 
about troubled youngsters. Study- 
ing the statistics alone, one may 
see the need for reform, but the 
direction of the needs is not al- 
ways clear. 


Crowded Out 


One thing that seems most ap- 
parent is that Texas juveniles 
are not so much paroled as they 
are crowded out of their prisons. 
When the training school for boys 
at Gatesville and the training 
school for girls at Gainesville 
reach capacity enrollment—which 





is almost a permanent condition 
—and new prisoners are assigned 
to those schools, somebody has 
to be paroled, whether or not they 
are ready. 

The Texas Youth Council ad- 
ministration will not say that its 
individual parole decisions are 
forced upon it by overcrowded 
conditions, but Brewer does 
concede that “overcrowdedness 
makes a framework for decision.” 

He also admits that if the re- 
formatories did not keep expand- 
ing their facilities in their losing 
race with the crime rate, the day 
could conceivably come when be- 
cause of overcrowding the most 
hardened young criminals could 
be held for any corrective length 
of time within the reformatories. 

Even today the average impris- 
onment is only seven months at 
the boys’ reformatory and 10 
months at the girls’. In his last 
yearly report, Turman admitted 
that these few months are fre- 
quently wasted, so far as “train- 
is concerned. 


ing” the juveniles 
He wrote: “Academic and voca- 
tional training facilities were 


overcrowded to the point that it 
was virtually impossible for the 
Council to keep all boys occu- 
pied in constructive training pro- 
grams on a full-time basis. Under 
these conditions it was necessary 
that the Council 
from the school prematurely in 
order to make room for new com- 


mitments, and there was no op-| 


portunity to lengthen the stay 
at the school sufficiently for max- 
imum benefit to be derived from 
the program provided.” 

The average daily population 
at the reformatories has more 
than doubled in six years. Gates- 
ville, built to house 810 boys, is 
sometimes jammed with as many 
as 1,400. The Gainesville school, 
meant to house 200 girls, some- 
times holds more than 300. 


How Satisfactory? 


With the young prisoners be- 
ing crammed in the front door 
and out the back, like impersonal 
globs of sausage in an overbur- 
dened skin, it is striking to find 
on page 37 of the same yearly re- 
port that 98 per cent of the dis- 
charges are attributed to “satis- 
factory adjustment” while only 
.2 per cent are for “Done all pos- 
sible with present staff and fa. 
cilities.” 

Asked about this, Brewer said 
he couldn't in good conscience 
make many releases for the sec- 
ond reason and “it’s possible” 
that the staff in the reformatories 
know this and, to get his approv- 
al—and thereby space for incom- 
ing prisoners—mark most of the 
requests for parole as “satisfac- 
tory adjustment.” 

With 3 per cent of the parolees 
violating their parole, most of 
them within the first five months 





release boys | 





of their discharge, their adjust- 
ment at some point is obviously 
less than “satisfactory,” and there 
are several reasons why the staffs 
of the reformatories could be for- 
given for guessing wrong about 
it. 

For one thing, the staffs simply 
aren't large enough. At Gatesville, 
there are only 18 case workers 
inside the walls working with the 
1,400 boys. Can a case worker, 
under prison conditions, get to 
know 70 to 80 boys well enough 
within a few months to pass sound 
judgment on their social riskabil- 
ity? 

The answer may lie in a sam. 
pling of the parole violators who 
were sent back during the last 
six months. The sample, and it 
may not be accurate, is of parole 
violators whose names start with 
either R, S, or T. 

These are the crimes for which 
they were returned, each crime 
representing a violator: truency; 
glue sniffing; not going to school; 
attempted burglary; murder; bur- 


glary; auto theft; won't go to 
school; robbery by assault; bur- 
glaries—Waco; burglaries—Waco; 
burglaries — Austin; burglaries— 
Waco; drinking, burglary — Mid- 
land; sodomy; burglaries—Fort 


Worth; drinking, fighting, inter- 
course with a 13-year-old—Wich- 
ita Falls; burglaries Corpus 
Christi; burglary — Port Lavaca; 
theft of beer—Uvalde; auto theft 
—Corpus Christi; auto theft—San 
Antonio; assault to murder—Dal- 
burglary— Pecos. 
Eighteen of these 24 
committed by boys and girls rated 
could 


las; 


crimes, 


as satisfactorily adjusted, 
hardly be classified as childish 
escapades. 


Why the high return rate? Why 
the high percentage of felonies? 

It could be because the young- 
sters are returned to the same 
environment in which they first 
learned of crime. More than 75 
per cent are returned to the same 
family in the same county. An- 
other 3.3 per cent are returned to 
the same family in a different 
county. Another 3.1 per cent are 
returned to the same family, dif- 
ferent situation, in the same coun- 
ty. And another 9.6 per cent are 
returned to a different family but 
in the same county. That's 92 per 
cent within arm’s reach of their 
old habits. 

A great part of the problem 
must assuredly stem from lack of 
supervision of the parolees. The 
Texas Youth Council has no su- 
pervisory workers for the pa- 
rolees. It must depend on the 
charity of county workers. Which 
means there is almost no super- 
vision. 

“Seventy per cent of the parole 
supervision is done by local pro- 
bation officers,” said Brewer. “I 
don’t mean the parolees are ac- 
tually helped along and watched. 
They may just check in by tele- 
phone with the probation officer.” 

In Harris County, for example, 
where “one officér actually tries 
to supervise his wards,” he still 
is faced with the impossible job 
of keeping check on about 200 
youngsters scattered over the 
county. 

And even if every county with 
a probation department volun- 
teered to do the state's parole- 
supervising, that would mean pa- 
roled youngsters in 219 counties 
would be without supervision, 
because only 35 counties have 
juvenile probation departments. 

Travis County has flatly re- 
fused to do the state’s work for 
it. “It was our duty to tell the 
state we can't be responsible for 
its parolees,” said Judge Betts. 
“Otherwise, the state might get 
the idea the job was being prop- 
erly done, and we have too much 
work of our own to do the state’s 
job right.” B.S. 


TIPRO’S M 


AGAZINE | 


LAYS IT ON LINE 


AUSTIN 

The June issue of The 
TIPRO Reporter, official pub- 
lication of the Texas Independ- 
ent Producers and Royalty 
Owners Association, had some 
unusually blunt things to say 
about the increase in the flat 
production tax on natural gas 
which was passed by the state 
Senate as one of the amend- 
ments to HB 334. (see accom- 
panying cartoon.) 


“The gas production tax came 
as a stunning surprise to inde- 
pendents—since through the first 
125 days of the 140-day session a 
production levy had not been ap- 
proved by any committee, come 
to a floor vote in either house, 
nor even received substantial dis- 
cussion as a possible tax source in 
the press,” the Reporter observed. 
It continued: 

“The Senate’s sudden move, 
coming during Tipro’s annual 
meeting in Lubbock, cast the en- 
tire tax picture in a new light 
for independents.” The publica- 
tion then quoted at some length 
a memorandum issued by the new 
TIPRO president, Jim West of 
Stamford, who said: 

“Some senators in voting to add 
the gas production tax explained 
their vote as a gesture to make 
the sales tax palatable to the gov- 
ernor, even though the governor 
had made it clear that the com- 
promise he sought did not neces- 
sarily include a gas production 
tax. Thus gas producers and roy- 
alty owners were offered as a 
needless ‘compromise’ in order to 
avoid certain other taxes.” 

West described an amendment 
offered -on the Senate floor by 
Sen. Henry Gonzalez providing 
for a revised severance benefi- 
ciary tax on pipelines, which 
Gonzalez argued was constitu- 
tional. “This tax was voted down,” 
West said, “with a number of 
senators voting against it who had 


* * 


UNDER THE CAPTION, “They Used to Fall for This Every 


Time,” this unusually barbed 


porter, official publication of Texas independents, appeared 


in the June issue. 
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voted for a gas production tax, | 
and even for making the produc- 
tion tax permanent. We felt 
strongly that senators from pro- 
ducing areas who are aware of 
the commitments of all associa- 
tions against any increase in oil 
and gas production taxes should 
have shown at least the same op- 
position to the gas production tax 
as they did to a proposed gas 
pipeline tax... 

“This makes the third straight 
attempt in six years by the Texas 
Senate,” West said, “to hit us 
with a production tax. Previous 
taxes of $24 million, $12 million, 
and this one of $15 million have 
been sent to the House in the 
closing days of the session. Tipro 
has helped to beat each one,” he 
concluded. 

The Reporter said it has been 
“reassuring” that Gov. Daniel has 
not cited a flat production tax 
increase in his between-sessions 
discussions of business taxes and 
that he has not singled out “hard- 
pressed independent gas produc- 
ers as targets to be included in 
any ultimate solution. 

“As the new session approaches, 
Tipro’s clear-cut mandate against 
any increases in production taxes 
continue to guide Associa- 
the report ended. 

Nowhere in the article was 
there any clear suggestion of 
what the TIPRO position will be 
on the proposed natural gas pipe- 
lines tax, which will be re-intro- 
duced early in the special session 
in a slightly revised form by Rep. 
Bob Eckhardt of Houston. The 
only mention of the issue was a 
citing of Daniel’s recommenda- 
tions in his statewide television 
appeal for enactment of a two- 
factor corporate franchise tax, an 
escheats bill, and “some form of 
‘gas pipeline’ tax which he said 
is warranted by the profits pic- 
ture of interstate transmission 
lines.” 


will 
tion policy,” 
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cartoon for the TIPRO Re- 





Rally Set for July 10 


AUSTIN 

A citizen's rally against a gen- 
eral sales tax will be held in Aus- 
tin July 10, the first day of the 
special session of the legislature, 
the Texas Democratic Women’s 
state committee announced this 
week. The committee is urging 
citizens from all over the state 
to attend. 

After spending the day at the 
capitol, the demonstrators will 
hold an evening rally at Wool- 
dridge Park at 7:30 p.m., to hear 
a band concert and speeches on 
the theme, “It Isn't True a Sales 
Tax Is the Last Resort.” 

One group of women coming to 
the rally will be a caravan re- 
cruited by the Milam County 
Democratic Women’s Organiza- 
tion. Mrs. L. A. Romine, Rock- 
dale, precinct chairman of the 
MCDWO, said her group plans to 
have 20 cars porting 100 people in 


, the anti-sales tax caravan. 

“We'll have a truck, too,” she 
said. “Decorated. We're going all 
out, placards and all.” But no 
brass bands, she said, because 
they don’t have enough money. 

She said her protest group is 
just one of a number being or- 
ganized under the statewide lead- 
ership of Mrs. Lillian Collier, 
president of the Texas Democratic 
Women's Organization, and Don 
Yarborough, Houston attorney 
who nearly unseated Lt. Gov. Ben 
Ramsey in the 1960 election. 

The Milam County women's 
group is also pelting state Sen. 
Jarrard Secrest with postcards op- 
posing the sales tax. Mrs. Romine 
said half a dozen Democratic 
women leaders are passing out 
about 300 cards, on which the 
residents of the area pen their 
own sentiments about the sales | 
tax. 








Knight Errant 





‘Most Treasonous Story’ 


(Continued from Page 1) 
dren, stating that it is a healthy 
sign when children learn that the 
sensations that give them their 
most pleasure come from their sex 
organs,” he said, adding that this 
book is in many local church and 
seminary libraries. 


In a literature kit which Knight 
sells to his audiences (after ex- 
plaining that the kit is too lewd 
to send through the mails, but can 
be shipped by bus, ten packets 
for $12.50), he takes excerpts from 
some of the books he especially 
finds revolting. One of the books 
on his list is Aldous Huxley's 
Brave New World, which he 
points out is required reading for 
English 601 and Philosophy 342 at 
the University of Texas. 


Knight's description of _ it: 
“Book about NEW WORLD where 
human beings come into existence 
by the test tube incubator process 
at the ‘Central Hatchery and Con- 
ditioning Center’ where to pro- 
cure the necessary ‘materials’ for 
the hatcheries girls spend daily 
and weekly turns with the male 
population and that ‘everyone be- 
longs to everyone else’ (pages 55 
and 80).” 


Negro Peeve 

Knight explained that his oppo- 
sition emphasis of the New World 
idea stems from his feeling that 
every time people try to make a 
“new world, a Utopia, they go 
haywire.” He said he wasn't ac. 
cusing “20,000 or 30,000 ministers 
of being communists, but they 
have reversed the goal of Chris- 
tianity by following what they 
call the social gospel. Humanita- 
rianism is Christianity in re- 
verse” and ministers have been 
building their own brave new 
world of humanitarianism since 
“about the turn of the century, 
when Darwinism married Marx- 
ism.” 

He said the “so-called new world 
idea of the United Nations is as 
old as the Tower of Babel.” 

Another book on Knight's list 
is Sex and Love in the Bible, by 
William Graham Cole. He takes 
eight excerpts from this book, one 
being: “David's friendship with 
Jonathan appears to have been 
perfectly genuine. Indeed so gen- 
uine was it that many have made 
of it a homosexual relationship, 
though this seems to be pouring 
more into David's phrase, ‘Your 
love to me surpasses that of wom- 
en,’ than it can actually carry.” 

Knight’s special peeve is a 
reading list, “The Negro Ameri- 
can,” published by the Depart- 
ment of Racial and Cultural Rela- 
tions of the National Council of 
Churches of Christ. 

Knight said with a slight smile, 
“Now that I've started my inves- 
tigation the National Council is 
trying to say that the reading list 
wasn't meant to be seen by ev- 
eryone. They're saying it was only 
meant to be seen by students of 
history, and so on. But right there 
in the introduction to the reading 
list is the statement, ‘We have 
tried to save your time by culling 
the best . . . Read aloud to your 
children, or put the books where 
they will be picked up. Make rec- 
ommendations to your children’s 
teachers and to librarians. Share 
your copy of this list with friends. 
Urge church, PTA, and other or- 


ganizations to circulate copies.’ 
Does that sound like it wasn't 
meant for general circulation? 


Does that sound like it was just 
meant for the history student?” 

Well, what does Knight have 
against the 260 books on this list? 
“The books are graded from pri- 


mary through adults,” he said. | 


“In general it begins by suggest- 
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and whites in those books recom 
mended for small children 
progresses’ to 
relationships between blacks and 
whites. 


and 


stories of sexual 


133 
Mag 


where 


“Recommendation No. 
the book entitled Without 
nolias by Bucklin Moon, 
beginning on page 179 is an int 
mate and highly detailed descrip 
tion of a bedroom scene between 
a Negro girl and 
Recommendation No. 
Color Blind by Marg: 
who suggests that white 
expect 
satisfaction from a 


man 


white 
186 


iret 


a 
is the 
Halsey 
women 
cannot to gain maximum 
sexual 


man but to achieve this must see! 


white 


Negro. 
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“Recommendation 219 in tl 


list is the book entitled The Wall 


Me 


Came Tumbling Down by Mar 
White Ovington. It is described 
in the reading list as presentin 
the concern many white people 
have felt about racial injustice 
yet on page 234 of the book itself 
relates how the characters in 
volved ‘practiced sexual _ inter 
course.’” Knight makes a point 
of reminding his audiences that 
this author helped found t! 
NAACP. 


He said firmly that in his opin 
ion “this list was designed 
to bring about integration but to 
bring about amalgamation of the 
races.” 


‘Misguided’ Liberals 
Knight insisted that he 
a racist, and as an aside he told 
about sitting next to “a national 
ly prominent lawyer” 
trip and getting into an argument 
with the called 
Knight “an 
racist.” 


not 


is not 


on an Alt 


lawyer, who 
extremist” and 

“If the trip hadn't ended when 
it did, I would probably have 
slapped him” said Knight He 
was one of the most confused per 
sons I have ever met.” 


Turning back to the book list, 


Knight said, “If book burning is 
what it will take to get rid of 
such as this, let's have it. Let 


there be a book burning the like 
of which has never been equalled 
If books like this can be 
in public school libraries, church 


found 


for youth—the next thing, we'll 
have books on communism on the 


shelves.” 


It is liberal theology that is to 
blame, he said, and he added that 
he wasn't sure that you can sepa 
rate liberal theology from liberal 
politics. “I never publicly call 
liberal a liberal,” Knight said. “I 
always call them misguided 1i 
erals. I always use the adjective 
I wouldn't be true to myself if I 
left the adjective off.” 


} 
) 


As for the John Birch Society, 
“You know who is smearing the 
Birchers? The same people who 
smear anything fundamentally 
American. I know Welch (founder 
of the society) personally. I 
know .. .” But Knight said he 
wasn’t a member. 


Aren't there any seminary |! 
braries that live up to his stand- 
ards? Not in Texas. Are 
books really to 


the church bookstores? 


“Well, I'll tell you what 
| do,” said Knight. “You go to the 
| Cokesbury Bookstore in Dallas 
| That's our Methodist store. All 
| right, just before you get to the 


“so 


find 


X¥ 


sO easy in 





you 


ing togetherness between blacks | 


over the aisle in the mid- 
turn your 
literally hundreds 


the store, to 
nere are 


oks, all you want.” 


Dig, Dig’ 
d his opinion of the Chris. 
th and Life Community 

niversity of Texas, Knight 
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UT 


Knight, same 


udvice to students when he 


spoke on the campus in defense 


of the House Un-American Activ- 
ities Committee and its film “Op- 
Abolition,” advised the 


reporter to “Dig, dig, 


eration 
Observer 
dig. De your own thinking. Come 
to your own conclusions. Only five 
per cent of the people in the 
think. Another five per 
think. And the 


just drift. They are the ones 


country 


cent think they 
rest 
set up for the commu- 


who are 


nists, 
iid the select five per cent 
do their own thinking “don't 
right, they 
it!” He said 


this conviction is the “peace that 


think they're 


know it, they know 


th understanding.” 


ed if people who are so con- 


d of their rightness might 
to force their opinions on 
“Now, 


per- 


Knight answered: 


ying to say something 


it I mean to hurt 


fact that 


don't 


feelings. The very 


ask that question shows you 


n't been doing your own 


H related how the irritating 


ney he traveled with had ar- 
ed that “nothing is absolutely 
black, but that all truths 


rom the broad gray area in 


shook his head. “Really, 
“that 


communistic 


is the very 
be- 
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Loan Shark Committee 
Selected to Draft Law 


AUSTIN 
Will Wilson and Ab- 
McCall, chairman of the At- 
ne General's Enforcement 
nmi ttee on Small Loans, have 
elected a six-member committee 
loan regulatory 


Gen 


iraft a small 

After the bill is written, it will 
be submitted to a second con. 
similar to the one held in 


stin last week. 


rence 


Chosen for the panel were Tru- 
Roberts of Hamilton, presi- 
of the County and District 
Attorneys Association; Reps. Criss 

le of Houston and Tony Korioth 

Sherman, sponsors of previous 
shark Tom Reavley, 
Austin attorney; Harvey Davis, 
dean of the SMU law school; and 
Abner McVey, head of the attorney 
neral’s division on finance law. 
After passing the House in the 
regular session, loan shark legis- 
lation was given a deep-freeze in 
the 


man 


dent 


bills; 


ioan 


Senate. 





& Springer Coss 


The case of Rep. Ted Springer of 
Amarillo raises questions of such 
basic ethical importance in a free 
society that one might at least expect 
the daily press in our fair province 
to probe deeply into the matter, espe- 
cially since the whole episode touch- 
es on monopoly newspaper owner- 
ship in a fairly large city. But this 
is apparently expecting too much. 
We ‘have seen no editorial treatment 
of this sad travesty; with one or two 
exceptions, it has also been neglected 
in the news columns. 


And yet we have here the example 
of a duly elected state legislator sud- 
denly presented, in the midst of a 
torrid tax battle, with an ultimatum 
from his employer of 16 years, 
“either resign from the legislature 
or be fired,” an ultimatum handed 
down by the spokesman of a family 
dynasty that dominates the news 
media not only in Amarillo but in 
other West Texas cities as well. 
Springer finally came all the way to 
Austin to get his case before the pub- 


Won d er 


By Harry Golden in The Carolina 
Israelite: 


The young girl lies bleeding on the 
sidewalk of Birmingham and the gov- 
ernor of the state, the police authori- 
ties, and, God help them, many edi- 
tors and columnists around the coun- 
try do not wipe away the blood from 
her face, but instead shake her by 
the shoulders and demand an answer: 
“Why did you disturb us by getting 
beaten and bloody?” 


Thus we have seen a reversal of the 
Anglo-Saxon system of jurisprudence. 
Instead of going after the assailant, 
you go after the victim. 


Responsibility for the violence rests 
squarely on the shoulders of the po- 
litical leaders of Alabama. When you 
keep saying that you intend to do 
everything possible to prevent the im- 
plementation of the Supreme Court 
decision against racial segregation, 
you give the green-light to hoodlums, 
gangsters and terrorists. The half- 
crazed woman who was using her 
heavy pocketbook to strike blow after 
blow across the back of a girl, one of 
the “white” Freedom Riders, had in 
effect received “authority” for her 


Foadee 


Action on Padre Island, with land 
prices climbing and the speculators 
getting more and more greedy, is 
needed immediately. Although a num- 
ber of specific questions will need 
to be settled in Washington, Secre- 
tary of the Interior Udall, in his visit 
to Padre with Johnson, Yarborough, 
and the Texas congressmen, made it 
clear where he stands when he said, 
“Padre is more magnificent than I 
ever thought. The island is a fan- 
tastic outdoor resource. I am 100 
per cent for making it a national 
seashore.” 





With timing now an _ important 
factor, we again ask Governor Dan- 
iel to include Padre Island in his 
call for the special session. 


lic. Next day, the Amarillo paper 
buried the story away on page 18. 


Springer contends that his sudden 
confrontation with the publisher's 
“choice” was intimidation stemming 
from his stand against the sales tax. 
That charge certainly makes sense. 
Perhaps this high-handed treatment 
of a member of the state legislature 
can be expected in West Texas, long 
notorious as one of the vaster cul- 
tural wastelands in the United States; 
perhaps it is no surprise coming from 
the publisher of some of the most 
sluggishly and narrowly conservative 
journals in a state noted for what 
historian Hugh Russell Fraser has 
called ‘‘the worst daily newspapers 
in the country.” But Springer’s con- 
stituents should not sit idly by and 
watch this insult to him and to 
themselves; nor should the Texas 
House of Representatives, when it 
convenes this month, fail to rally to 
the support of a fellow legislator who 
has suffered the consequences of his 
free convictions. 


lf Story 


actions from the Capitol House of a 
sovereign state. 

After some twenty years of study 
in every city of the South I have 
finally become impressed with Chris- 
tianity and this is the result of the 
work of Dr. Martin Luther King. 
Fourteen million Negroes of the 
South, half of them semi-literate, and 
yet they have not made a single seri- 
ous mistake. 


They beat them with chains and 
brass knckles and they bomb their 
houses and the Negroes keep saying: 
“Let us go to the church to pray for 
the people who beat us with chains 
and brass knuckles and bomb our 
houses.”” Some day all of us every- 
where will rise up to cheer this most 
wonderful story of the American civ- 
ilization. 


Lobby oA WSs 


We heartily endorse the governor's 
statements on the necessity of an ef- 
fective lobby law in Texas. A move- 
ment is now underway among a 
group of legislators, we understand, 
to back Daniel if he decides to make 
realistic lobby control legislation one 
of the issues of the forthcoming ses- 
sion. The time has never been more 
propitious; we hope he will proceed 
with his plans. 


The inefficiency of the present law 
has become painfully evident in the 
past session. The Citizens for Sales 
Tax group has spent literally. hun- 
dreds of thousands of dollars for their 
efforts, yet the 1957 legislation, 
which merely requires a person who 
makes “direct contact” with a legisla- 
tor to influence lawmaking to regis- 
ter with the clerk and to declare all 
expenses over $50 involved in that 
contact, does not touch them at all. 
What is needed is a law with real 
dentures—a requirement that such 
professional lobbying groups report 
on the salaries paid their lobbyists, 
their fees, sources and amounts of 
contributions, and funds employed in 
“grassroots” campaigns in the con- 
stituencies. 
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King Saud’s Harem and Citizens for Sales Tax 


AUSTIN 
REPORTS out of Washington say 
that some of the old hands around 
the capitol are telling this story about 
Bill Blakley and Jack Kennedy vis-a- 
vis the late election. 


Before Blakley left Washington to 
campaign around Texas in earnest, 
Lyndon Johnson suggested he have 
a conference with Kennedy to aid 
the propaganda effort back home. 
Although Kennedy's schedule was 
crowded with international commit- 
ments, Johnson was able to arrange 
a brief meeting. 


When the White House phoned 
Blakley to inform him of the ap- 
pointment, the Cowboy said he was 
sorry, but he had a prior engagement. 
Johnson heard about it and called 
Blakley to ask why he had cancelled. 
Blakley said he had an engagement 
with William Fulbright. Johnson told 
Blakley he could see Fulbright almost 
anytime on the Senate floor. 


So Johnson tried again. He ar- 
ranged for Blakley to drop in on the 
President on his way to the airport. 
This time the Cowboy came through, 
showing up promptly on time. 

After a few minutes’ talk Kennedy, 
not wishing such a staunch New 
Frontiersman to suffer the hazards 
of the forthcoming campaign against 
Bantam John Tower without some 
small assistance from the administra- 
tion, suggested that the photograph- 
ers be summoned to take some shots. 
Blakley apparently thought this 
would be too great a strain on the 
Dixiecrat mentality back home, and 
since he did not want to be placed in 
the position of hiding his profile witli 
his hat while juxtaposed with the 
President of the United States, the 
way newly confessed or arrested cul- 
prits do when juxtaposed with county 
sheriffs, FBI men, and Texas Rang- 
ers, he firmly but politely made it 
clear he wasn’t interested. Then he 
came home to make political history 
for the Southern Republicans. 

NOW THAT the Texas GOP is be- 
ginning to make an almost weekly 
practice of issuing statements on the 
devilish amount of infiltration of 
the state legisiature by labor bosses, 
diverse leftists, and governor’s men, 
and will no doubt continue to do so 
from here on, we good Democrats 
may have a continuing diet of usable 
political ironies at our disposal if we 
only look for them. You may have 
noticed this week, for instance. the 
downright dangerous similarity be- 
tween what the Republicans said 
and what such enlightened Demo- 
cratic bell-cows as Wardlow Lane, 
George Parkhouse, Grady Hazlewood, 
J. Edgar Wilson, Jack Woods, and 
sundry other daring gentlemen in the 
legislature have been saying ever 
since the regular session ended. The 
similarity has been so close, in fact, 
that one might be able to conclude 
that this Yankee-style two-party sys- 
tem may have something to be said 
for it after all. 

At the rate they are going, the 
Republicans could very well have 
three or four or five Goldwater dis- 
ciples in the Texas House of Repre- 
sentatives in 1963. Imagine what the 
total evolutionary effect this will 
have on state politics: some bright 
young challenger of the populist 
school, doing battle against a Will 
Ehrle, a Byron Tunnell, or a Mrs. 
Myra Banfield (whose voting rec- 
ords have always been and presum- 
ably always will be some several de- 
grees to the right of Rutherford B. 
Hayes) proclaiming to the homefolks, 
“My opponent voted with the Repub- 
licans every time.’ That day will be 
soon in coming, and students of poli- 
tical trauma likely will be in for a 


fine show. 
7 * 
AFTER one of his numerous 
speeches favoring a general retail 
sales tax without exemptions on food, 


medicine, drugs, feed, clothing, books, 
Bibles, and thumbscrews, Citizen for 
a Sales Tax kingfish Tom Sealy was 
asked in Houston this week how much 
money his organization has received 
from various interests. As the Hous- 
ton Post reported it, “He could not 
recall to what extent it is subsidized 
by oil and gas interests, but did say 
some had contributed.” This question 
has been put to Messrs. Sealy and 
Bracewell so many times before, Ob- 
server readers may recall, that we 
are beginning to suspect it is assum- 
ing all the mystical characteristics of 
one of those fundamentally unan- 
swerable queries, like “Where did 
the first live cell come from?” or 
“What is the nature of reality?” At 
this stage, we know a number of 
good men in Austin who would gre? 
ly prefer spending next Saturday 
night in the Citizens for a Sales Tax 
ledgers than in Ibn Saud’s harem. A 
very cynical associate of ours says 
the reason Gov. Daniel has gotten 
so ornery about this sales tax is that 
Tom Sealy is making twice as much 
money for his services this session 
as the governor is. This is the stand- 
ard Marxist view. 


IN THE new Conservative Book- 
store in Houston, a well-stocked out- 
fit where you can buy everythine 
from The Income Tax—Root of All 
Evils to A Youth’s Primer to the Con- 
federacy—What the Historians Left 
Out to How to Organize a Neighbor- 
hood Anti-Subversive Committee, we 
ran across an_ interesting little 
pamphlet of essays edited by one Rev. 
T. Robert Ingram, rector of the St. 
Thomas Episcopal Church. Ingram 
holds an undisputed lead as High 
Priest of the Houston extremists. His 
portrait adorns a wall in the book- 
shop; he delivered the prayer before 
Robert Welch’s speech in the Music 
Hall; he breaks bread at Birch count- 
er-espionage strategy conferences; 
and as far as we can gather he thinks 
the world has been going steadily 
toward socialism ever since Genesis 
2:3. 

Ingram’s pamphlet, which can be 
got for the asking next time you are 
in the Conservative Bookstore, is en- 
titled “Essays on Segregation,” and 
it is billed as “a collection of writings 
by six Episcopalean clergymen, one 
of them a bishop, exploring the 
Christian foundations for the racial 
settlement in the South called segre- 
gation, and exposing ‘integration’ as 
an attack on mankind's greatest 
treasure, faith in Jesus Christ.” 


% 


“THIS is the year of man’s first 
flights into space,” Marshall Vern- 
aud of the Houston Post writes, “of a 
renewed eagerness for information, 
and of a public suspicion that Amer- 
icans are being left behind in the 
learning of political and _ technical 
skills. It is also the year in 
which the Harris County Public Li- 
brary’s new book fund was cut for 
the first time, despite a soaring de- 
mand for up-to-date reading material.” 


In the town where they are about 
to build an air-conditioned baseball 
field with a glass top, and where the 
next thing you know they will be 
picketing federal mail boxes, county 
officials not only turned down the 
county librarian’s request for $5,000 
in new funds, but cut back this year's 
funds $5,000 less than last’s. 


The county library system, Verni- 
aud writes, has only three copies of 
William Shirer’s Rise and Fall of the 
Third Reich, which costs $10 and is 
very much in demand. Shelves in 
many of the libraries are often 
empty, he noted. Only three new 
branches have been added in the last 
ten years. The only truly encourag- 
ing factor in the whole outlook is 
that the Houston School Board con- 
tinues, manfully, to resist the en- 
croachments of the federal school 
milk program. 

W. M. 





Thoughts on the Senate Election . . . 





How Party Generals Blundered !t Away 


HOUSTON 

The professionals have been giving 
us amateur political analysts much 
to ponder since the Neanderthal Ar- 
mageddon of last May 29. The post- 
battle critiques, like the struggle it- 
self, have been filled with irony, hu- 
mor, glee, genuine shock, and ex- 
post-facto complacency. 

Gov. Daniel, who pushed Cowboy 
Bill to the brink of the open window, 
applied part of the “credit or blame”’ 
to “defecting Democrats.” 

Bill himself, still lying bloody in 
the courtyard 36 hours after his de- 
feat, observed: “I have had hell beat 
out of me by both a liberal and a 
conservative.” 

GOP ex-Chairman Thruston Mor- 
ton saw it as the biggest Repub- 
lican triumph since Gettysburg—‘“a 
smashing victory,” despite the fact 
that Tower received less than half 
his November vote in edging Ole Bill 
by a thin 10,000 votes. 

Mr. Sam frowned over his pince 
nez and explained the cold reception 
of his warm endorsement of Blakley: 
“If the million qualified voters who 
stayed home had gone to the polls, 
the Democrats would have gotten 
three-fourths of them.” 

One anonymous commentator, a 
Democrat holding high office, was 
quoted as saying, “I feel like an un- 
dertaker who has just conducted a 
$10,000 funeral. I’m very happy, but 
can’t afford to show it because of the 
grief of the friends of the deceased.” 

Lyndon took cover behind the 
breastworks of a massive silence, a 
defense manfully breached at last by 
Lyndon himself with the words, “Re- 
peat after me: ‘John G. Tower ...’” 

If this public hari-kari of the John- 
son ego stirred inappropriate emo- 
tions beneath the togas of LBJ’s col- 
leagués, senatorial courtesy somehow 
reduced guffaws to silent giggles. As 
the New York Times’ Arthur Krock 
explained, “Traditions of behaviour 
require that no senator shall indicate, 
except by compassionate symbols, his 
awareness that another is passing 
through a painful experience.” 


Bor THESE COMMENTS 
tell what more often than why. The 
Observer and the Wall Street Journal 
came closest to answering the larger 
question, and Krock’s article touched 
the answer. 

The Journal asserted that “No 
Democrat can be safely assured of 
victory in a Texas statewide race 
without campaign help from liberal- 
labor forces. And these forces are 
unwilling to do battle for the lesser 
of two evils; they can be counted to 
back only those candidates who will 
vote the liberal line on most central 
issues.” 


And on the subject of Jim Wright, 
for whom some moderate tears have 
been shed: “Although Mr. Wright 
has compiled a 50% liberal voting 
record in Congress, he had been on 
the conservative side of late on the 
biggest issues—public housing, ur- 
ban renewal, labor reform, minimum 
wage liberalization, and federal aid 
to education.” ... 

Krock said the “opening of the 
political entertainment” was passage 
of HB 158, the legislation which al- 
lowed Lyndon to run for two offices. 
Krock said: “The not altogether 
agreeable surprise this acceptance 
was to the Texas Democrats 
was first indicated when they met 
in state convention subsequent to 
Los Angeles. Although the choice 
of delegates, made in the previous 
spring, had been carefully screened 
by supporters of Johnson's presi- 
dential aspiration to exclude his 
critics, the convention committed the 
Democratic candidates for state of- 
fice ... to a platform that specifical- 
ly repudiated the national platform 
on which (Johnson) was running for 
Vice President.’ LBJ offered no ob- 
jection to this repudiation. 

The large population increases in 
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the cities and the growing strength 
there of the GOP, along with the 
loosening of the Democratic brass 
collar, were very important factors, 
as the Observer suggested. More im- 
portant is this: “. . . ‘moderate’ lead- 
ers of the Democratic Party, John- 
son, Rayburn, and their colleagues 
. . . have countered the rising Repub- 
lican menace in recent years by tac- 
tically playing the various conserva- 
tives, moderates, and liberals within 
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the strife-town party one against the 
other.” 

This latter observation hit close 
to the heart of the matter. The party’s 
generals have been having too long 
a fling to tunes of personal glory. 
They have misjudged and misman- 
aged, from the last days of Beauford 
Jester to this very moment. 

The generals have failed to realize 
that liberal leaders, though they want 
nothing for themselves, will not sulk 
in their tents while Johnson and 
Rayburn and Daniel divvy up the 
loot among the champions of the 
enemy. Mrs. Frankie Randolph, in 
a widely circulated letter, showed 
Democrats the way to stay home: “I 
can’t vote for a Republican; I won’t 
vote for a Dixiecrat.” Franklin Jones 


and Darrell Carter, by newspaper, 
radio, and direct mail, helped Demo- 
crats to remember that a vote for 
Tower was a vote for a two-party 
system, a defense against a repitition 
of recent wrongs, and a method of 
repudiating the generals who have 
always asked the supreme sacrifice 
for their personal goals in the name 
of Democratic tradition. Where 
Blakley was concerned (and others 
like him), brass collar Democratism 
“is a custom more honored in the 
breach than in the observance.” 

The generals have underestimated 
the intelligence of Democrats, who 
could not fail to note that Rayburn 
and Johnson will give aid and com- 
fort to a man like Blakley but wiil 
leave a Ralph Yarborough hanging 
in the barbed wire. 


The generals, in selecting Blakley 
for the interim seat and endorsing 
him in the runoff, poured salt into 
the wounds of the party’s minority 
blocs. In Harris County, for example, 
40,000 Negroes voted in the general 
election, and 90% of these voted for 
Kennedy. In May this number was 
diminished by over 30,000, and the 
percentage by about a third. The gen- 
erals could accept a Texas victory 
from believers in civil rights, yet 
they could appoint a Blakley to heap 
abuse upon the personification of 
Negro aspirations, FHA administra- 
tor Robert Weaver. 

The biggest strategic blunder, of 





With all the current hullabaloo in 
the dailies that the forthcoming spe- 
cial session was not “necessary,” we 
are pleased to reprint this fine expo- 
sition of the liberal stand as set forth 
by Rep. Tony Korioth of Sherman in 
that hectic last day of the regular 
session.—Ed. 


AUSTIN 
What we do here this day, this 
month, and this year will be with us 
the rest of the century and maybe as 
long as there is a Texas. We are here 
setting patterns for generations. We 
are not just passing taxes on the 
people of 340 million dollars, but bil- 
lions for the generations yet to come. 
This is what government is all 
about. This is what we were elected 
to do. The local bills, the regulation 
of loan sharks, providing a water 
program—these are all important, 
but taxing and spending is the stuff 
of government. What we do now de- 

cides who we are as public men. 


| WANT to tell you what 
happened when we, your House tax 
conferees, tried to reason, tried to 
compromise, with the Senate tax con- 
ferees. 

We met with them a total of ten 
times. We were determined not to be 
unreasonable and prepared to go part 
of the way with them if they would 
come part of the way with the cham- 
ber that is constitutionally charged 
to originate the tax bills. 

The senators were very congenial. 
Senator Lane entertained us with his 
East Texas jokes. They listened to 
what we had to say for the House’s 
point of view, then they told us it 
was their bill, or nothing. They knew, 
as did all of us, that Governor Price 
Daniel would veto this bill. They 
knew they were following a purely 
destructive course. Why, I do not 
know. 


We tried to talk to them about a 
deductible sales tax. We tried to talk 
to them about a Pennsylvania-type 
sales tax, as embodied in Mr. Atwell’s 
H. B. 700. We tried to talk to them 
about a gas pipeline tax. We tried to 
talk to them about a corporate in- 
come tax. We tried to talk to them 
about shifting more of the franchise 
tax burden on to businesses headquar- 
tered outside of Texas. They would 
have none of it. 

They would not make a single con- 
cession to any of the points of view 


‘Patterns for Generations’ 


which have found varying degrees of 
acceptance in this House. The only 
thing they were willing to consider, 
the only change they wanted any 
part of, was the replacement of the 
unfair Senate tax on Texas gas pro- 
ducers with a 1% raid on the per- 
manent school fund. They have al- 
ready made clear they would rather 
tax Texas gas producers than the in- 
terstate pipelines. But now they had 
a second thought: rather than tax 
Texas gas producers, they will tax 
generations of Texas school children 
yet unborn, and yet unregistered to 
vote, which is probably more perti- 
nent. 

As for the Senate’s sales tax—they 
would not give an inch. There is only 
one conclusion the people and the 
members of this House can draw: 
the Senate wants to tax gas produc- 
ers but not the Eastern pipelines, 
and the Senate wants to tax the 
masses, but not the upper classes. 

All the while we were meeting we 
could sense, in the inflexibility of the 
Senate conferees, the bitter, hardened 
fruits of the Citizens for a Sales Tax 
lobby’s work. 


They have tried to tell the press 
that they are really running a civics 
class for us legislators. They are 
teaching us our responsibilities to 
finance the appropriations bill. In 
fact, the sales tax lobby committee, 
it has been charged, and it has not 
been denied, is manipulated by two 
lobbyist$ whose take for this session 
is $45,000. 


That's good paying civic work. I bet 
a lot of unpaid city council members, 
and a lot of parents who go to PTA 
meetings, and a lot of collectors for 
United Fund, would like to turn their 
hand at that kind of civic work. 

In restraint we have neglected the 
plain truth. It is time to tell the peo- 
ple that the Eastern lobbyists have 
snuck in their carpetbags and are try- 
ing to cram it down Texans’ throats. 

I do not think any of you doubt 
that I am as concerned as you are 
that the teachers get a raise; that 
our sick and impoverished old people 
get care; that our mental patients 
have psychiatric care; that our pris- 
ons be freed from the specter of riot; 
that our troubled youngsters get a 
chance at care and a new environ- 
ment when they go home from re- 
form school. 

What is our responsibility to them 


course, was the state aid to Lyndon 
Bill, HB 158, which changed two pri- 
maries to suit his timetable and per- 
mitted him to run for both senator 
and the vice-presidency. It worked all 
right. But it also worked for Tower. 

The generals were right in one 
thing: They rallied their “moderate” 
troops as always. Moderates will usu- 
ally f w the flag of conservative 
Democrats to beat the Republicans 

or the liberals. But many conserva- 
tives have begun to consort with the 
GOP, and Texas liberals may never 
again ride into ambush to accomplish 
their own defeat. 

How COULD Democrats 
fail to hear the distant trumpets of 
the generals whose betrayals led them 
into Shivers’ '52 ambush, thence the 
valor liscretion of inaction in 
Yarborough’'s '54 fight against Shiv- 
ers, forward to tactical slaughter at 
Fort Worth in ‘56, through the folly 
of HB 158, down to the conventions 
in "60 that ousted the Democrats and 
repudiated the Democratic platform, 
en to the appointment of Blakley, 
finally the mock epic battle of 
Tweedle-dee and Tweedle-dum. 

As Krock concluded, the Texas 
farce probably ‘certified this para- 


phrase « 


can't fool 


f a saying of Lincoln's: ‘You 
all the people if you make 
them laugh too hard to go to the 
polls 

DEAN JOHNSON 


and what 
whole 
not to 


is our responsibility to our 
people? Our responsibility is 
get the job done; it is to get 
the job done right. Our responsibility 
is not to get the job done before next 
Tuesday; it is to get the job done 
right if we have to stay here to 
Christmas to do it. Our responsibility 
is not to tie on the feed-bag with the 
lobby ul responsibility is to do for 
the people, all of the people, what 
we know in our conscience is right 
and fair. When we were elected, they 
elected us to be true to our con- 
cannot go home until 
good conscience. 


sciences. We 


we g nome in 


| SAY NOW, we have just 
fight. We will fight them 
vill fight them in the spe- 

we will fight them in 
we will fight them as they 
string lights on Congress Avenue 
for Christmas crowds. 

Maybe the people do not know that 
for them. In this 
know each other pretty 

we do not know the 9 mil- 
xans and they do not know 
by the time we get through 

they will know who 
what we are fighting 
rights, a fair tax for them, 
children and for our 


begul 
now 
cial ession 


the winter 


we are 
chamber we 
well 
lion re 
us. But 
fighting here 
we are and 
for tnell 
and for their 
childrer 
can get a tax bill that 
to the people. We will 
not get that tax bill by panicking 
letting the Senate's gut- 
ax bill get by us. We will not 
passing the buck to the 
quiet, determined little guy in the 
Mansion 
As most 
supported the 
his ac 


I he pe we 


will be fair 


now ind 
Texans 


> t r 
get 1 ry 


of you know, I have never 
Governor before, but 
tions on the gut-question of 
how we raise our money 
and } we spend it, I think entitle 
him to hold his head high beside 
those Jim Hogg and Jim Allred 
as one governor who has stood up 
for the when the standing 
was fnara 

If the Senate will not be reasonable 
now, the House must stand fast with 
the Governor. Together we can win 
for the people. Bearing together the 
risk and the wounds, we can save the 
day for the average man in Texas. 
He may never know who did it, but 
we will know, you will know, I will 
know 

That should be enough. 
TONY KORIOTH 


yovernment 
gover! 1en 


people 
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‘The Right to Rule’ 





Houston Board Feels Its Muscles 


From Our Houston 
Correspondent 
HOUSTON 

The conservative majority 
of the Houston School Board, 
like a growing young bully boy 
in a neighborhood of small 
children, shows little restraint 
in the use of its muscles. 

It is not as though the conser- 
vative faction had been out of 
office for a long spell and were 
just regaining power. They had 
a majority, five to two, before 
the election in November. 


What seems to have given the 
conservatives the right-to-rule at- 
titude was a clean sweep in the 
November election, when the 
four-member conservative slate 
swamped a liberal slate and 19 
other opponents. The conserva- 
tives, fielding one veteran board 
member and three political un- 
knowns, swamped most of the 
liberal candidates almost two to 
one. None of the 19 non-slate can- 
didates took enough votes to be 
considered a threat to either the 
liberals or the conservatives. 

To make things more dismal 
for the liberal faction, Dr. W. W. 
Kemmerer, formerly president of 
the University of Houston, an- 
nounced shortly after the election 
that he was tossing in the towel 
and taking an administrative job 
with a Midwest educational tele- 
vision station. He was one of the 
two liberals. The other is Mrs. 
Charles E. White, who still has 
18 months to serve and who is the 
only Negro ever to be elected to 
the board. 

The resignation of Dr. Kem- 
merer, of course, meant the ap- 
pointment ‘of another conserva- 
tive, J. W. McCullough Jr., harm- 
less in that he hasn't initiated any 
of the repressive actions of the 
majority, but faithful to his back- 
ers. 

In order of seniority, the pres- 
ent members are: 

Mrs. Frank G. Dyer, president 


of the board, is a  52-year- 
old insurance woman (Tennes- 
see Life Insurance Co., a sub- 


sidiary of Tennessee Gas Trans- 
mission Corp.). In 1957, 1958, and 
1959, she led her company in in- 
surance sales. She graduated with 
highest honors from Rice Univer- 
sity. For seven years she taught 
in the Houston school system. 


Mrs. Dyer was a Minute Wom- 
an. Last year she was honored 
by the Sons of the American Rev- 
olution for her “continuing battle 
against socialistic liberalism in 
modern education.” 

She was one of the most vocal 
foes of integration, stating at one 
point that “the Negro simply can- 
not adjust socially or education- 
ally.” In 1956, Mrs. Dyer was cited 
for her patriotism by the Alex 
Love Chapter of the Daughters of 
the American Revolution. 

She was elected to her third 
four-year term last November. 

Mrs. H. W. Cullen, 49, board 
vice president and wife of a 
waterproofing company owner, is 
a Minute Woman and a member 
of the DAR. She is a native Hous- 


tonian, no relation to the late 
eccentric philanthropist, Hugh 
Roy Cullen. 


Mrs. Cullen used to operate a 
hardware store in neighboring 
Pasadena. She was elected in the 
same election as Mrs. Charles E. 
White, only liberal and only 
Negro on the board, on the seven- 
member body. Commenting on 
Mrs. White's election, Mrs. Cullen 
was quoted at the time as saying: 

“The colored people have a 
block vote and that’s the way 
they vote. Also, a lot of people 
didn’t know she was colored.” 

Mrs. White, 45, is the wife of 
an optometrist. She graduated 
from Prairie View A & M College. 
Like Mrs. Dyer and another mem- 
ber of the board, she is a former 
teacher. 

In November, 1958, just after 
her election, a small cross was 
burned in her front yard. Other 
than the expected telephone calls 
and letters, the indignities ap- 
parently have been rather mild. 

She is active in the liberal 
Democratic Party organization 
and the Houston Association for 
Better Schools. 

Joe Kelley Butler, 51, was ap- 
pointed to fill the last year va- 
ecancy created by the resignation 
of Mrs. Bertie Maughmer, who 
critically wounded her policeman 
husband. Butler is the president 
of an oil well drilling firm, and 
the husband of the former Miss 
Tellepsen, daughter of the owner 
of one of the city’s largest con- 
struction firms. 








BORDER 


AUSTIN 

Monday, July 3, may be the 
deadline for what has the mak- 
ings of a juicy’ international 
squabble along the Texas border. 

Monday is the day the U.S. La- 
bor Department has said it would 
put into effect a ban on Mexi- 
can nationals who live in that 
country and commute daily to 
work in job-short industries in 
this country. 

Despite the fact that, under in- 
tense pressure from the Mexican 
government, the labor depart- 
ment has shown signs of weak- 
ening in its decision, Fred 
Schmidt, secretary-treasurer of 
the Texas AFL-CIO, said he un- 
derstands “the deadline _ still 
stands.” 

The ban would immediately be 
put into effect in Laredo and El 
Paso, blocking an estimated 12,- 
000 to 15,000 Mexicans. An esti- 
mated 50,000 cross the border 
daily, but the labor department 
is only trying to prohibit those 
who have jobs in hard-hit indus. 
tries: in Laredo this would mean 
garment plants, hotels and res- 
taurants, building and construc- 
tion, and in retail sales; in El 
Paso, the ban would center in the 
construction industry, but it 
might also effect packing plants. 

Employer groups have gone on 
record against the move. Ellis 





RUMBLE 


Mayfield, member of the El Paso 
Chamber of Commerce, calls it 
“a step toward bringing on com- 
munism” thought up by “egg- 
heads from Harvard and fatheads 
in Washington.” 

Juarez businessmen say it would 
damage their economy by $25 mil- 
lion a year. Most of the El Paso 
commuters live in Juarez. 

But George Ponsford, represent- 
ing a group of contractors who 
hire union labor, said it is a good 
move, that Mexican laborers are 
putting U.S. laborers out of work 
on home, business, and_ school 
construction jobs, that Juarez 
workers will hire out at 40 to 60 
cents an hour, when the union 
scale is $1.1874% cents an hour 
for common labor. He said Juarez 
carpenters will work for $1.25 an 
hour, when union scale is $3.35. 

Union leaders pointed out that 
hotel maids in El Paso, most of 
whom are Mexican nationals, work 
for $2.50 a day, while in Albu- 
querque, only a couple of hundred 
miles away, maids are paid $8.24 
a day. 

The El Paso Herald-Post's 
Washington news bureau report- 
ed that “Mexican diplomatic pro- 
tests apparently have effectively 
killed” the ban. That report was 
a week ago. Friday, Schmidt said 
he understood the ban will be in- 
voked. 





Much hope was held by the 
liberals and moderates that the 
appointment of Butler would pro- 
vide something of a check to the 
rampant conservatism of his col- 
leagues. He served as chairman 
of a bi-racial committee appointed 
four years ago to suggest a 
method of bringing about deseg- 
regation in Houston schools. The 
committee suggested a grade-a- 
year plan, which, three years lat- 
er, the board was forced to adopt 
on an order from the federal 
bench. (The board rejected the 
plan in much the same manner it 
would have had it been formu- 
lated in Washington.) 
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TWO _s signs one, photo- 
graphed during the Houston 
School Board elections last year, 
symbolize the concern of con- 
servative business interests in 
board politics. ’ 


The hopes about Butler did not 
materialize. He is now the second 
strongest member of the conserv- 
ative faction. 

Robert Y. (Bob) Eckels, 32, 
the youngest member of the board 
and a branch manager of a Fort 
Worth insurance company. He was 
an industrial arts teacher for nine 


is 


years before becoming an insur- 
ance boomer. 
Eckels supported the recom- 


mendation of the George Roberts 
Citizenship Training Course for 
teachers in a letter that carried 
his name. 

John M. Robinson, 41, is an ex- 
FBI man. He is a lawyer. 

Though he is an avowed con- 
servative, Robinson seldom speaks 
out on specific issues. Because of 
his silence alone, he appears to be 
the closest thing to a moderate 
among his conservative col- 
leagues. 

The seventh member came 
the board by appointment of the 
other members to fill the place 
vacated by Dr. Kemmerer. He is 
J. W. McCullough Jr., 46-year-old 
accountant. 

A month ago McCullough read 
from an American Legion publi- 
cation in condemning the Ameri- 
can Civil Liberties Union, which 
had requested use of a_ school 
auditorium for a speech by the 
organization’s national executive 
secretary. The board rejected the 
request, 5 to 1. 

He is a one-time post com- 
mander of the Legion, and he has 
made it clear that when the 
Legion blacklists a person or an 
organization, they have no right 
of assembly or speech in a facility 
of the Houston’ Independent 
School District. 

So far there has been no break 
whatsoever in the six-member 
majority. Mrs. White is alone, all 
alone. 

“And sometimes it hurts. It 
not easy to always be on the other 
side,” she said last week. “I sit 
there sometimes and begin to 
wonder if people out there (the 
meetings are televised by the 
University of Houston educational 
station) think I complain and ob- 
ject just for the sake of object- 


to 


ing.” 
In one typical . incident last 
week, Mrs. White again stood 


alone. The case involved the pro- 
motion of Mrs. Margaret T. Bleil, 





a teacher of 30 years experience. 
Eighteen of these years were 
spent in one school. She has 
served at Bellaire High School 
since it opened five years ago, 
where she taught commercial 
subjects and French. 

Mrs. Bleil has three sons in col- 
lege and a married daughter. Her 
husband has been a semi-invalid 
since he had a cerebral hemorrage 
six years ago. 

How about her competence 
a teacher? Here's what Harlan 
Anders, Bellaire principal, said of 
her: “No one questions her ability 
as a teacher. She is excellent. She 
is a credit to her profession and 
her community.” 

Mrs. Bleil coached a team of 24 
students in shorthand accuracy 
which won the national cham- 
pionship in 1959. Last year, one of 
Mrs. Bleil’s students placed first 
in a national contest sponsored 
by the Underwood Typewriter Co. 

At the board's last regular 
meeting, she was recommended 
as registrar of Bellaire by Dr. 
John W. McFarland, superintend- 
ent. The new position would have 
meant a raise in pay from $6,600 
to $7,489. 

Eckels spotted her name on Mc- 
Farland’s 29-page personnel re- 
port, containing everything from 
promotions and resignations to 
hirings and requests for leaves of 
absences. He asked for a closed 
meeting to discuss Mrs. Bleil. In 
the closed meeting, the board 
voted 5 to 1 to reject her promo- 
tion. Eckels made the motion. 


as 


Mrs. White opposed the motion, | 


not because she was supporting 
Mrs. Bleil, whom she does not 
know, “but because I could not 
get any information on this sub- 
ject. : 

“We got in the closed meeting 
and I asked Mr. Eckels what the 
objection to Mrs. Bleil is. He said, 
‘I don't have to give you my rea- 
sons for not wanting her.’ 

“I asked again of the other 
members what the objection to 
her is. Since I couldn't find out, I 
had to support the superintend- 
ent’s recommendation,” Mrs. 
White explained. 


All but one of the board mem-| 


bers refused to comment to re- 
porters. The exception was Mrs. 


Cullen. When asked if her objec-| 


based on 
with 


Bieil was 
she replied 


tion to Mrs. 
incompetence, 
frankness: 

“No, it was not that at all. As 
far as I know, she knows her job. 
If you will recall, some people 
here, teachers and other people, 
created a lot of disturbance and 
had an investigation by the NEA 
(the National Education Associa- 
tion). She was president of the 
HTA (the Houston Teachers As- 
sociation) then.” 

Mrs. Cullen said she does not 
think “that anyone who is as con- 
she is should be 


troversial as 


promoted.” 
The NEA investigation, which 
took almost a year, began after 


an invitation by the HTA, the 
Texas State Teachers Association, 
the Texas Association of School 
Administrators, and the Texas 
Association of Classroom Teach- 
ers. 

Mrs. Bleil was HTA president 
in 1953 and 1954. She did not vote 
when the 15-member executive 
committee of the HTA_ voted 
unanimously to invite the NEA to 
Houston to investigate the “cli- 
mate of education.” 

Mrs. Dyer was on the board 
when the investigation was con- 
cluded. It found that education in 
Houston was in serious danger 
because of bitter factional strife 
in the community, on the board 
and among school personnel. 

During a special meeting Thurs- 


day, the superintendent then rec- | 


ommended that Ivy A. Hollister, a 
Bellaire counselor, be named to 
fill the position for which the 


| that 








Stand Together 

Sirs: The reprint in your cur- 
rent issue of portions of the re- 
port of the Washington reporter 
for The Wall Street Journal is 
the most logical treatment that 
I have seen on the recent US. 
senatorial election in Texas. 

The election of John Tower, 
the Republican, to the U.S. Sen- 
ate was in no way an indication 
that Texas has gone Republican 


—the Democrats simply had no 
choice. Each candidate, Tower 
and Blakley, were equally con- 


servative and Republican. I hope 
that such a situation never again 
occur in Texas. But for the ego- 
tism and over-ambition of several 
aspirants, we would have had in 
the runoff a real Democrat, Con- 
gressman Jim Wright, who could 
have easily defeated John Tower. 
When the Democrats stand to- 
gether as shrewdly as the Repub- 
licans did, there will be proof 
that Texas is still Democratic. 

Mrs. Nelle M. Doyle, 5923 Gas- 
ton, Dallas. 


Rome Needed Birch 

Sirs: It is refreshing to see that 
someone is making their voice 
heard in protest to the domina- 
tion of our country by such ex- 
treme left-wingers as Eisenhower, 
Warren, and the Dulles boys. I 
would like to point out another 
radical who should be exposed, 
Barry Goldwater, who masquer- 
ades as a conservative. 


In his book The Conscience of 
a Conservative the “Merchant 
from Phoenix” states, “I believe 


the requirements of Justice 
are perfectly clear: Government 
has the right to claim an equal 
percentage of each man’s wealth 

" when the Constitution states, 
“No capitalization or other direct 
tax shall be laid, unless in pro- 
portion to the census or enumera- 


tion hereinbefore directed to be 
taken.” 
The National Council of 


Churches and the rest of the ad- 
herents of the nihilistic Christian 
system of economics which close- 
ly parallels the economic system 
in the U.S.S.R. is another case in 
point. The New Testament, read 
objectively, reveals that Jesus 
Christ was nothing more than an 
early Hebrew Communist. 
“Beware of covetousness,” He 
says. (Luke 12:15) “It is easier for 
a camel to go through the 
of a needle than for a rich man 
to enter into the Kingdom of 
God.” (Mark 10:25) 

It is no surprise, then, 
God abandoned Jesus to the cross 
when He realized that His only 
begotten son had become a “left- 
winger”. The Galilean precursor 
of Marx and Engels was some- 
what naive, then, in his cry of 
“Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?”. . . 
My God, My God, why has thou 
forsaken me? (Matthew 27:46). 
Conservatives must continually 
guard against the self destructive 
welfarism that will lead its ad- 
herents to the same degeneration 
that Rome underwent when the 
liberal-Christian element achieved 
dominance of the government. 


day 


eye 


that 


It is regrettable that Rome had 
no John Birch Society to restrain 
the liberal element. We have been 
following in the footsteps of Rome 
since the people of the United 
States rejected the sound, con- 
servative principles of government 
espoused by Herbert Hoover. 

Gorman Livett, Alexandria, Va. 





board rejected Mrs. Bleil. Eckels 
immediately moved acceptance of 
the rejection, which got a quick 
second from Robinson. In a closed 
meeting, Hollister was approved, 
5 to 0. 

After a few questions, reporters 
found that Hollister, who is said 
to have an excellent record dur- 
ing his 12 years with Houston 
schools, is a fishing companion of 
Eckels, and a frequent visitor to 
his summer home. 


The Dallas News Transforms 





A Question of Morality? 


This is the concluding in- 
stallment of the study “The 
Dallas News and Communist 
Russia” in The Southwestern 
Social Science Quarterly by 
Dr. Paul Boller Jr., professor 
of history at SMU. 

DALLAS 

On October 24, 1943, the 
Dallas News declared: ‘“‘When- 
ever anyone is heard saying 
that the British are outslick- 
ing us or that we dare not 
trust Russia much, it is well to 
remember that this is Nazi 
propaganda. No matter how 
honest and patriotic the Amer- 
ican who repeats such state- 
ments, he proves himself gulli- 
ble and a victim of enemy 
wiles. We can ill afford to win 
the war on the military fronts 
and then lose it because we fall 
for the lies of Hitler’s propa- 
gandists....” 


To the very end of the war in 
August, 1945, the News remained 
confident that there were no geo- 
graphic reasons for American- 
Soviet conflict after the war and 
that there were very good eco- 
nomic reasons for friendly rela- 
tionships. 


Even after the war ended, the 
News for several months was still 
referring to the Russians as “Com- 
rades in Peace,” denouncing “Rus- 
sian-baiting” in the United States, 
explaining (though not entirely 
approving) the logic of Russia's 
policy in Poland, in the Baltic 
states, and in the Balkans, and 
urging Chiang Kai-shek to come 
to terms with the “agrarian Com- 
munists” of North China in order 
to end a civil war that might en- 
danger world peace. 


In a 1945 editorial opposing 
peacetime conscription, entitled 
“Defense against Whom?”, the 
News expressed confidence that 


States than upon Russia. Russia 
is logically pervaded by. a psy- 
chology of fear and suspicion be- 
cause of the isolation to which she 
has been subjected, during the 


last quarter century. 




















UT THE “SOFTNESS” toward 

Russia (as the News would out 
it today) which began on the edi- 
torial pages of the Dallas News in 
1933 did not long outlast World 
War II. The intensification of the 
Cold War (which commenced 
shortly after the Yalta conference 
in February, 1945) during 1946 and 
1947, the Berlin airlift, the tri- 
umph of the Reds in China, the 
Korean War, and the intervention 
of Red China in Korea gradually 
wrought a major traneformation 
in the outlook of the editors of the 
News. 


Alienated, like most Americans, 
by Stalin’s apparently implacable 
hostility toward the West in the 
postwar period, the News came 
in time to abandon its Wilsonian 
dream of world peace and har- 
mony sustained by the United Na- 
tions after World War II. But 
whereas a majority of American 
liberals moved, as a result of the 
new hard-boiled Stalinist line, 
from noncommunism to anticom- 
munism, without abandoning their 
liberal principles, the News grad- 
ually discarded the liberal faith 
that had animated it for so many 
years and replaced it with a phil- 





osophy which it had once looked 
upon with distaste. 


HE TRANSFORMATION could 
not have been more complete. 
From an eminently fair-minded, 
reasonable, open-minded and 
mildly New Dealish organ of opin- 
ion (whose ideal in the 1930's and 
1940's seems to have been the “en- 
lightened conservatism” of the 
New York Times), the News dur- 
ing the 1950's became one of the 
leading spokesmen for blind and 
irresponsible reaction’ in the 
United States. 

In the 1930's and 1940’s the 
News had regarded William Ran- 
dolph Hearst's “sensationalism 
and his cooked-up crusades and 
red scares” with contempt; in the 
1950's it came to out-Hearst Hearst 
in its practice of associating any- 
thing of which it disapproved with 
communism and subversion. 

At one time, the News hailed 
the work of the American Civil 
Liberties Union in defending the 
rights of unpopular minorities; 
today, it refers to it sneeringly as 
a “Swivel Liberties Union.” Once, 
the News heartily supported the 
civil-libertarian decisions of the 
Supreme Court; today, it calls 
the Court a “Judicial Kremlin” 
because of its continued concern 
for our Bill of Rights freedoms. 








DO YOU KNOW A TEENAGER 
WHO WANTS TO GO TO 
EUROPE? 


Small liberally oriented tour has 
two openings. Combine sightsee- 
ing with study of people and 
problems. 7 countries, 2 weeks in 
German camp. July 9-August 24. 
$960 from NYC. 


TOUR FOR TEENS, 4806 Hopkins 
St., (FL 1-3668) Dallas 9, Texas 
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Once, the News regarded the 
liberal position in politics as an 
honorable one to take; today, for 
the News, a liberal ix scarcely dis- 
tinguishable from a Marxist who, 
in turn, is scarcely distinguish 
able from a Russian agent. Dur 
ing the 1930’. and 1940's, as 
have seen, the News supported, 
in the main, the policy the 
Roosevelt administration toward 
Soviet Russia. Today, the 
refers to this same policy as “The 
New Deal-Queer Deal foreign 
policy” and charges that it 
shaped by “an unknown number 
of subversives, perverts, and mis 
cellaneous security risks.” 

Despite a remarkable 
ity in editorial personnel on 
News, during the past quarter 
a century, the views expressed 
the editors have in recent 
been almost completely 
inside out. 


we 
of 


News 


was 


continu 
the 


years 


turne 


The editors of the Dallas News 
have, of course, a “perfect right 
as we say, to change their minds 
There are few of us who have not 
modified our views of things dur 
ing the past few years under tt 
impact of the breath-taking and 
at times, bewildering changes that 
have taken place in our world 


What the News does not have 
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State GOP Makes Plans 





Texas Patronage Viewed 


Sen. Ralph Yarborough’s 

Cold War GI education bill, 
which has failed to gain admin- 
istration endorsement, may get a 
run on the Senate floor nonethe- 
less. The measure, which would 
give college education benefits to 
veterans since the Korean War, 
has been tacked to the National 
Defense Education Act extension. 
The bill has been approved by 
the Senate education subcommit- 
tee but still must be endorsed by 
the full education and labor com- 
mittee. 





Political Intelligence 


w Syndicated columnist George 

Dixon added his voice to 
post - election comments, said 
“Yarborough has begun to collect 
already. He has been able to pres- 
sure the White House into divvy- 
ing up Texas patronage, a thing 
he could never do when LBJ was 
his senior senator. Recently he 
won a 50-50 split with Johnson. 
He got two USS. district attorneys 
and Johnson got two. But Yar- 
borough claims he came out 
ahead. He confided that Johnson's 
two appointees like Yarborough, 
but Yarborough’s two appointees 
don't like Johnson.” 

GOP state executive com- 

mittee, meeting in San An- 
tonio, decided to thrown all their 
resources into the special con- 
gressional race in Bexar County, 
to run a major candidate for gov- 
ernor in '62, to go all out to win 
congressional seats in the ten dis- 
tricts Tower carried, to stage 
fund-raising dinners in the fall, 
and to conduct a full-scale poll 
tax drive. 





Paul ©. Ledrick of Houston, 

state GOP party director, 
told Democrats they can expect 
rough opposition against Sen. 
Henry Gonzalez for Cong. Paul 
Kilday’s vacated seat. “I serve 
official notice on Mr. Gonzalez 
right now,” he said. “You've had 
some tough races, but believe me, 
buster, you ain't seen nothing 
yet.” 
Fd John H. Wood, legislative 
committee chairman from 
San Antonio, called the legisla- 
tive session wasteful, said “the 
most active lobbyists under the 
capitol dome were the governor's 
own staff, the labor bosses, and 
the loan sharks, in that order.” 
He attacked Speaker Turman for 
stacking committees with “left 
wing radicals.” 

James McCrory, editorial 

columnist for the San An- 
tonio Express-News, said the 
Bexar GOP plans to field a can- 
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didate against practically every 
Democratic officeholder in’ the 
courthouse up for re-election next 
year. “The Republican movement 
in Bexar County is on the ascen- 
dency,” he wrote, “while the Dem- 
ocratic Party, if it hasn't grown 
flabby from lack of competition, 
certainly has grown staid, sterile, 
and a little sedate.” 

Congs. Jim Wright and 

Bruce Alger clashed on the 
House floor on the Dallas federal 
building and a Dallas business- 
man was ejected from the gal- 
lery for interrupting Alger’s 
speech with the shout, “I can't 
sit here and listen to all these 
lies." When Alger said party poli- 
tics was preventing Dallas from 
getting the building, Wright 
again charged him with trying 
“to pose as a martyr.” Prominent 
Dallas businessmen have _ been 
trying to get Alger to tone down 
his remarks on the matter dur- 
ing House debates. 
vod Speaker James Turman an- 

nounced this week he would 
not seek re-election, which en- 
courages speculation he will toss 
his hat in a statewide race in '62, 
probably either for lieutenant gov- 
ernor or congressman-at-large. 
rod Who will Gov. Daniel ap- 

point to the vacancy on the 
Raliroad Commission? Allen 
Duckworth of the Dallas News 
speculated it will go to Lt. Gov. 
Ben Ramsey “if he wants it.” Lub- 
bock Avalanche-Journal predict- 
ed it will go to French Robertson, 
Abilene oilman, and _ said he 
would be a “natural” ‘for the job. 
Others being mentioned: Rep. 
George Hinson, Jake Jacobsen, 
Carl Phinney, James Turman, 
James E. Taylor, Rep. Maco Stew- 
art, Charles Crenshaw, Everett 
Hutchinson. The appointee to the 
powerful $17,500 a year post will 
serve for a year, then there will 
be an election for the remainder 
of the late Olin Culberson’s term: 
two years. 

Lone Star Steel is running 

ad blanks in newspapers for 
readers to fill out and send to 
legislators, with choices between 
a personal income tax, a payroll 
earning tax, Daniel's “selective 
sales and business taxes,” and the 


sales tax. 


that 
in- 


Belden Poll disclosed 

three-fourths of Texans 
terviewed have no idea who they 
would like to see elected gov- 
ernor in 1962. To the “free choice” 
question, “who would you like to 
see elected,” ten per cent favored 
Gov. Daniel, with two per cent 
each for Bill Blakley, Allan Shiv- 
ers, Will Wilson, and Jim Wright. 
A list of names was then shown 








TEXAS TO A NIGERIAN 


WASHINGTON 

The Washington Star, in a 
lengthy news story this week, 
interviewed a Nigerian student 
who has just spent a year at the 
University of Texas and reported 
that his experiences “not only 
hurt his sense of individual dig- 
nity when confronted by racial 
discrimination, but his previously 
friendly feeling toward the United 
States.” 

The student, 26-year-old David 
A. Adeleke, told the Star: “I 
might go back as a last resort. 
I didn't like that place.” He added, 
“That section of the country is 
not representative of America.” 

Of his encounter with segrega- 
tion, he said: “It’s not describ- 
able, and not easy to understand. 
I was the only African from below 
the Sahara at the University. I 
had rooms and meals in a private 
establishment about three blocks 
from the campus. There was no 
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other place near. None of the 
dormitories are integrated. 

“I had read about the South 
and Little Rock, and knew that 
things could be bad, but not as 
bad as I found them. 

“When I wore native dress,” 
he said, “people would say, ‘Oh, 
he’s not an American. He's all 
right.’ But you don’t want respect 
for your clothing, you want re- 
spect for your individuality. 

“Pay a foreigner the respect 
he deserves, not as a dependent 
person or a subordinate, and he 
will respect you. I don’t have any- 
thing against this country. It’s 
just that I'm disappointed. You 
talk about democracy, but don’t 
practice it. 

Adeleke, who studied govern- 
ment and economics, was one of 
19 students from 19 countries who 
studied at American colleges this 
year under a good-will program. 
The group has been attending a 
seminary on American foreign 
policy, sponsored by the Foreign 
Student Service in Washington. 
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to each person interviewed, and 
preferences were as follows: Dan- 
iel 21 per cent, Wright 11 per 
cent, Wilson 10, Shivers 9, Blak- 
ley 8, Henry Gonzalez 4, Maury 
Maverick Jr. 3, Ben Ramsey 2. 
Waggoner Carr, John Connally, 
Jack Cox, Tom James, and James 
Turman received one per cent 
each. 

Wait-and-see department: 

Will Jack Cox, the FIA con- 
servative, run as a Republican for 
governor in ‘62? Off-chance talk 
says maybe. 

Houston World Trade Asso- 

ciation and Houston Cotton 
Exchange and Board of Trade this 
week asked Pres. Kennedy to in- 
voke the Taft-Hartley Act to halt 
the national maritime strike in 
order to avoid a “staggering de- 
pression” in Houston. 


Fd Texas Legislative Council 

in a special report said the 
57th legislature has been far from 
“do-nothing.” It passed 314 of the 
1,136 bills introduced in_ the 
House and 235 of the 480 intro- 
duced in the Senate. Conservative 
work, the report said, included: 
legislative redistricting, the $4,- 
800 legislative pay raise, author- 
ization of standing committee ac- 
tivities between sessions, making 
false statements before legisla- 
tive committees punishable by 
perjury, establishing an employee 
classification system in state gev- 
ernment, restrictions on false ad- 
vertising in insurance, creation 
of a savings and loan division in 
the state banking department, 
provisions for medical care for 
the needy aged, new schools for 
mentally retarded at Lufkin and 
in Gulf Coast area, approval of a 
new form for calculating state aid 
to education based on more re- 
cent school attendance, state aid 
to the University of Houston, and 
permitting the abolition of county 
school superintendent. 


Gov. Daniel has overseen 

certain revisions in the Eck- 
hardt natural gas pipelines tax to 
make it easier to understand and 
is ready to back it in the special 
session, the Observer has learned. 


vod Maury Maverick Jr. of San 

Antonio has not concealed 
his pride of authorship in an ar- 
ticle on an episode in the history 
of the Texas Rangers in the cur- 
rent issue of Real Magazine, a 
man's magazine if there ever was 
one. 


Ww Observer contributing edi- 

tor Ronnie Dugger is col- 
lecting political intelligence items 
while floating down the Missis- 
sippi River in a canoe. The orig- 
inal plan to employ a used Ger- 
man U-Boat fell through. 








Do You Think 
Some Friend 
Who Thinks 
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Want 
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Send $5 to The Texas Observer, 
504 W. 24, Austin, Texas. 
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AUSTIN 
Miriam Amanda Ferguson, 
better known by her campaign 
sobriquet ‘‘Ma,”’ died June 25 
in her Austin home and was 
buried two days later beside 
her husband in the State 


Cemetery. 
Twice governor of Texas, her 


most notable contribution was in 
blocking the rise of the Ku Klux 
Klan by defeating its candidate in 
the 1924 election, her first victory. 

She was elected again in 1932, 
after having been defeated by 
Dan Moody in 1926 and by Ross 
Sterling in 1930. 

Mrs. Ferguson maintained that 
she did not especially enjoy politi- 
cal campaigning and she vigor- 
ously protested being called “Ma,” 





a nickname that may have been | 
born of her initials, but the fact 
remains that she waged a unique- | 
ly colorful and effective fight to} 
become governor only four years 
after women had received the 
right to vote, and did so by beat- 
ing back a field of eight male op- 
ponents. 

She swung across the state 
1924 to the thumping campaign 
strains of “Put on Your Old Gray 
Bonnet,” herself wearing a sun- 
bonnet at every opportunity. 

Of course Mrs. Ferguson, 
was born in Bell County in 1 
and did not leave the county for 
the first 40 years of her life, would 
not have entered politics if it had 
not been for the influence of her 
husband James (“Farmer Jim”) 
Ferguson, a farmer-lawyer-banker | 
who was elected governor in 1914 
and again in 1916, but was im- 


in 


who 


75 
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peached and removed from office 
in 1917 for what one retrospective 
writer this week called “fiscal ir- 
regularities.” 

She ostensibly ran for governor 
to vindicate-her husband. When 
opponents charged that her elec- 
tion would simply be a _ proxy- 
election of James Ferguson, she 
cheerfully picked up the accusa- 
tion and capitalized on it, offer- 
ing the voters “Two Governors 
for the Price of One.” 


The spoils system set up in her 
first term had an adverse reac- 
tion and helped Dan Moody de- 
feat her in 1926. He was attorney 
general under her and had help- 
ed prosecute a number of road 
contractors who had bilked the 
state. Some of the contractors 
were Ferguson's cronies. 

Mrs. Ferguson's last defeat was 
in 1940 at the hands of W. Lee 
O'Daniel. As one of her friends 
said after that election: “Miriam 
has always won because of her 
folksiness. But it is the butter- 
churning kind. People want the 
honky-tonk kind these days.” 

The metropolitan newspapers of 
Texas generally met her death 
with cautious eulogies, at worst 
implying that she was something 
of a political freak, at best making 
her name synonymous for an era. 

Said the Houston Post editorial- 
ly: “Mrs. Ferguson was far from 
a political innocent, and it would 
be wrong to say that she made no 
contribution to the state as gov- 
ernor. However, the true story of 
government-in-tandem by the 
Fergusons remains for some fu- 
ture historian to tell.” 





AUSTIN 

“Texas’ new senator is neither 
lanky, an oilman, nor a Demo- 
crat. He’s sort of a new economy 
model compact that runs on reg- 
ular goldwater.” 

So said Sen. Robert Kerr of 
Oklahoma this week. If Republi- 
can Sen. John Tower has deviated 
an iota from Kerr's description in 
his first several days in office, no 
one has heard about it. Among 
his first public utterances: 

A growing dependency on fed- 
eral welfare spending is leading 
the nation toward a “benevolent 
dictatorship benevolent dic- 
tatorships have a way of becom- 
ing very unbenevolent,” he said 
in a taped radio program for the 
Manion Forum, headed by former 
Notre Dame law school dean and 
John Birch Society director Clar- 
ence Manion. “Actually the gov- 
ernment gives us nothing that it 
does not take away from us,” he 
said. He also criticized the United 
States’ urging its allies to give up 
their colonies. 

In Chicago to address 600 Re- 
publicans at the Conrad Hilton, 
he declared: “Much too long we 
| have apologized for basic Republi- 
jcan principles because of the false 
| image of conservatism that has 
| been created in the oposition 
;}camp. We must assert our con- 
| servatism. I for one wear the 
badge of conservatism proudly. 
| The Midwest, the South, and the 
| Southwest are the last strong- 
holds of conservatism. 

“Capitalism is not a dirty word,” 
|he continued. “I use it all the 
time. This great industrial giant 
you have here in Chicago was not 
built by new frontiersmen. It was 
built by capitalists. The men who 
built the railroads and banks and 
insurance companies and indus- 
tries that have made Americans 
the most productive, the most 
comfortable, the most resource- 
ful, and the most reliable people 
in the world were not do-gooders 
of the Eleanor Roosevelt stripe. 
They were capitalists.” 

Also this week Tower biast- 
ed the Kennedy-backed omnibus 





Tower Gets Going 


ward making us more dependent 
on the national government. 
Housing is the responsibility of 
the community and not the gov- 
ernment.” 


In a San Antonio speech he 
said that with hard work the GOP 
“can take over the house 
in Austin next year.” He also 
said that although he and Sen. 
Ralph Yarborough haven't agreed 
on any of the three record votes 
they have cast since Tower was 
sworn he expects to co-oper- 
ate with the senior senator on 
matters “where our ideological or 
divide.” 


state 


in, 


party lines don’t 











hovsing bill as “another step to- 





Harris Demos to Rally 


HOUSTON 


The Harris County Demo- 
crats are sponsoring a July 4 
picnic at the Recreation Cen- 
ter at 1302 Keene, Galena 
Park. It will begin at noon 


and last until 6 p.m. 


Clyde Miller, picnic chair- 
man, announced that Doug 
Crouch, Maury Maverick Jr., 
and Reps. Charlie Whitfield 
and Bob Eckhardt will speak. 
Sens. Ralph Yarborough and 
Henry Gonzalez have _ said 
they will be on hand if their 
schedules permit. 


Chicken lunches will be 
served and facilities will be 
available for swimming, ten- 
nis, ping-pong, and_ volley 
ball, Miller said. 











Good Beer & Setups 
at the 


Soloists John Burke 
and Clyde Hager 
— Also STEREO — 
Presenting Classical & 
Show Music and Folk Songs 











